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NCVPS is committed to raising achievement and closing learning  
gaps through 21st century innovation by providing world class  
learning opportunities and access for all North Carolina students.  
Simply put, we provide the vehicle for school districts to  
accomplish the State Board's goals of producing 21st century  
learners, professionals, leaders, and systems to deliver anytime,  
anywhere learning experiences for our state®s most valuable 
resource ³kids. 
 
Our mission is to provide the skills, student support, and  
opportunities for 21st century learners to succeed in a globally  
competitive world. We work with today®s learners and 
tomorrow's leaders by offering over 72 courses including  
advanced placement, world languages, and credit recovery  
courses to students across the state of North Carolina. The  
courses utilize industry standard course management software and  
innovative collaboration tools to maximize the interactivity of each  
class.  Our courses are taught by highly qualified teachers who integrate  
video, interactive whiteboards, wikis, and online discussion tools to  
engage the 21st century learner.  
 
Thanks to the leadership of Governor Bev Perdue and the NC  
General Assembly, students can also earn college credits through  
Learn and Earn Online. Registration for these courses is underway  
now, and NCVPS is proud to support Learn and Earn Online (LEO)  
as a part of the opportunities we offer to North Carolina students.  
 
At NCVPS, we are confident students will have a positive online  
learning experience, but more importantly, we hope that they will  
apply the skills they learn to serve, work, and lead in a globally  
competitive world.  

 
 

 
Dr. Bryan Setser  
Executive Director  



MAKING THE CASE FOR 21st CENTURY BLENDED LEARNING  
 

Local and national economic conditions, increasing ethnic and cultural diversity, and 
global forces are among the new and growing external pressures on American elemen-
tary and secondary schools. Schools alongside families form the foundation for success-
ful participation in communities, the workforce, and our democracy, and their job has 
therefore grown more complex and challenging. American schools, when compared to 
other developed nations, appear to need new approaches that increase their capacity to 
prepare students academically.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-learning is growing rapidly across the 
United States within all levels of education, 
as more and more students and educators 
become familiar with the benefits of learn-
ing unconstrained by time and place. Al-
though K ²12 education lags behind post -
secondary in using the Internet to teach, 
many states and school districts are realiz-
ing the potential of online education to al-
low students unparalleled equity and access to a high quality education. Online learning 
is increasingly accepted as not only a viable option for students, but as a key element of 
education innovation and reform.  

 
 
 

For More Info  

www.inacol.org  
www.elearningnc.gov  

www.kpk12.com  

¶ Students who took all or part of their class online performed 
better, on average, than those taking the same course through 
traditional face -to-face instruction.  

 
¶ Instruction combining online and face -to-face elements had a 

larger advantage relative to purely face -to-face instruction than 
did purely online instruction.  

 
¶ Studies in which learners in the online condition spent more 

time on task than students in the face -to-face condition found a 
greater benefit for online learning.  

 
¶ Online learning can be enhanced by giving learners control of 

their interactions with media and prompting learner reflection.  

Did You Know . . . . . . .?  



NORTH CAROLINA®S RESPONSE TO 21st CENTURY FUTURE-
READY STUDENTS  
 
Recently, the state has taken bold steps to commit 
funding to school connectivity, and through the 
work of Governor Beverly Perdue, the BETA Com-
mission, and the North Carolina General Assembly 
they are ensuring that all North Carolina students 
and ultimately citizens can have real time connec-
tivity in any corner of the state. As Governor, Bev-
erly Perdue states, ¯Virtual learning is about op-
tions. To compete in a global economy, kids need 
to learn in the classroom, on a computer, and 
through other technologies. A virtual public school 
means students have access to high quality teaching and learning regard-
less of their zip code.° 
 
Over the last few years, North Carolina®s Department of Public Instruction 
has led innovative efforts with comprehensive school improvement and the 
New Schools Project, as solution steps to the high school graduation and 
drop out rate dilemmas. In addition, the State Board of Education, the e -
learning commission, and Governor Perdue have provided resources and 
legislative statute to offer the North Carolina Virtual Public School (NCVPS) 
and Learn and Earn Online (LEO) as two 21st Century paradigm shifts.  
 
Recently, Governor Perdue announced the launch of the North Carolina e -
learning portal (www.elearningnc.gov), an entry point to all the eLearning 

resources North Carolina has to offer.   The new 
web site provides an easy one -stop -shop for 
any North Carolinian, from K -12 students to life -
long learners, who wants to take advantage of 
online learning such as the NC Virtual Public 
School, online courses from community col-
leges or universities, and online career build-
ing. ¯With the click of a mouse, anyone in North 
Carolina will be able to access online learning 
through this new web site.   A highly -educated 
workforce, highly -proficient in technology, is key 
to keeping North Carolina competitive in the 
high -tech global economy.° 

¯As Chair of the North Carolina eLearning Commission, I am excited about 
the launch of the K -20 eLearning web site,° said Lt. Governor Walter Dalton.   

Gov. Beverly Perdue  

Lt. Gov. Walter Dalton  

¯Online eLearning has 
been the solution to a 
scheduling conflict allow-
ing me to stay on track to-
wards graduation.° 
 
                 J. Albritton, Raleigh, NC  



EDUCATION INNOVATIONS  
 
North Carolina Virtual Public School  
 
In September 2002 the North Carolina General Assembly enacted a general 
statute to create BETA, the Business Education Technology Alliance. The 
BETA Commission, under the 
leadership of Governor Bev 
Perdue, established the E -
Learning Commission and 
charged it with establishing 
the North Carolina Virtual 
Public School.  

The purpose of the North 
Carolina Virtual Public School 
(NCVPS) is to provide 
courses that students are 
unable to take at their local 
schools. In other words 
NCVPS will provide courses that augment a student's local school's program 
of study. For example a student may wish to take an AP course the local 
school does not offer. Another student may want to complete the remaining 
requirement for graduation this semester yet the course needed at the stu-
dent's school is already full this semester. Another student may be home 
bound or hospital bound due to illness or injury and wish to remain on 
schedule to graduate on time. Yet another student may wish to graduate 
from high school in three years.   All courses will be taught by a certified 
teacher in the subject certified to teach in North Carolina. Once the on -line 
course is completed the student receives credit on his or her school tran-
script from the student's participating school.  

With an ever -changing learning ecosystem, NCVPS has continued to plan 
well beyond the needs of today®s student.  With a national trend towards 
blended learning, NCVPS has branded itself with 4 key components of e -
learning in order to address local and national trends ³classic, modular, mo-
bile and blended.  
 
NCVPS Classic  

NCVPS classic offers over 86 courses -including Advanced Placement (AP), 
world language, and credit recovery high school courses -to students across 
the state of North Carolina. The courses utilize the Blackboard course man-
agement software to maximize student interaction in each class.  

 

 

Dr. Setser Interview regarding  
21st Century learners.   

Click to watch the video.  

http://news14.com/charlotte-news-104-content/top_stories/615793/political-connections--dr--bryan-setser?ap=1&Flash


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.wimba.com  whiteboards, wikis, active worlds,  www.secondlife.com  , and 
online discussion tools to engage 21st century learners.  

NCVPS Modular  

While NCVPS Classic courses are based on a calendar with a fixed start and end 
date, NCVPS Modular courses are self -
paced, meant for just -in-time learning 
needs.  
All credit recovery courses are mastery 
based; this means that students will pre -
assess at the beginning of each unit, 
and this pre -assessment will help teach-
ers to determine which assignments 
from that unit are required for the stu-
dent to complete for mastery.   A high 
score on the pre -assessment will allow 
the student to exempt most or all of the assignments of the unit.   All courses are de-
signed and taught by highly qualified, highly successful classroom teachers in North 
Carolina and these resulting modules allow the student to get caught up and/or only 
take the portion of the course they need. For more on the credit recovery program at 
NCVPS, click here for District testimonials at our virtual learning consultant 
site www.thevlc.org  or click here  http://www.thevlc.org/2009/11/credit -recovery -
podcast -motivational.html . 

Additionally, NCVPS seeks to support students who are struggling in courses they are 
currently taking in the face -to-face setting. We believe that students should not have 
to wait until they fail an entire course in order to recover credit. Rather, if a student 
fails a unit of study in a course they are currently taking with a face -to-face teacher, 
he should have access to online interventions and curriculum that will allow  him to 
recover that unit of study and not lose ground in the class. Based on the full credit 
recovery courses, in Spring 2010, NCVPS is piloting Modular Recovery courses in 
which the face -to-face teacher will enroll the student just for the unit(s) they need to 
recover in order to keep up with the class they are continuing to take face to face. 
The courses to be piloted include: Algebra 1, Algebra 2, English 1, and Physical Sci-
ence.  

NCVPS Mobile  

In 2010, NCVPS will be collaborating on a project called MOBL21 with 
www.emantras.com . The mobile platform is designed to democratize mobile learn-
ing by making it accessible to individual teachers (students) and institutional ac-
counts (individual accounts are as low as $ 25/yr for students and $ 50/yr for individ-
ual teachers).  In addition, there are pre -built templates that have pedagogy built -in to 
address the need of ¯mobility° and extended learning environments.  The Beta web-
site is at https://www.mobl21.com/  and NCVPS will co -brand around this concept.  

 

¯It®s cool because I get to 
work at my own pace.° 
 
             A. Petersen, Durham, NC  

http://www.wimba.com/
http://www.secondlife.com/
http://www.thevlc.org/
http://www.thevlc.org/2009/11/credit-recovery-podcast-motivational.html
http://www.thevlc.org/2009/11/credit-recovery-podcast-motivational.html
http://www.emantras.com/
https://www.mobl21.com/


The goals we wanted to achieve with NCVPS Mobile are as follows:  

1.) Despite the fact that the product is very easy to use there are many schools and 
teachers who may not understand, have the content, or be savvy enough to create 
the content. We will be partnering with www.learnnc.com  here in North Carolina, as 
well, to provide this training to our teachers and 
teachers from around North Carolina.  

2.)  NCVPS will lead the charge within North Caro-
lina to demo the product and identify that the tech-
nology cost is minimal or institutional (depending on 
the client) and NCVPS  will be positioned to take the 
lead in developing content for ¯mobility° enhanced 
education in North Carolina and across the nation.   

Finally, we will blend content from NCVPS classic and NCVPS modular to marry the 
mobile content being developed by NCVPS, LEO, or developed by specific  district 
and/or school partners and then use the platform to deliver to North Carolina iTunes 
and/or to the North Carolina Learning Object Repository as well.  

NCVPS Blended  

NCVPS and LEO blended takes the aforementioned approaches of NCVPS Classic, 
Learn and Earn Online, and NCVPS Mobile and works with school districts to cus-
tomize platform uses and services for the needs of that district. This effort is entitled 
GO LIVE or Getting Organized to Lead Innovation in Virtual Education. Not only are 
we offering services with NCVPS Blended via Go Live to students and teachers, but 
we are expanding the professional development to district leadership and support 
staff. To read about some of the great work already underway with GO LIVE, click on 
the open web site here: http://www.ncvps.org/golive/index.htm  

During the Spring of 2010, NCVPS is collabo-
rating with other state agencies to develop 
blended learning courses for students across 
the state. NCVPS and the NC Department of 
Public Instruction are working together to de-
velop a series of Occupational Course of 
Study courses that will be co -taught by 
NCVPS teachers and OCS teachers in the 
face -to-face setting, ensuring that students in 
OCS programs are being taught by highly qualified teachers in each area of the cur-
riculum. Additionally, NCVPS is collaborating with the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services to create versions of the NCVPS Classic courses that will be fully ac-
cessible to hearing impaired and visually impaired students. Again, these will be co -
designed and co -taught by DHHS staff and NCVPS staff in order to provide the high-
est quality educational experience for students.  

 

Visit the NC Learning  
Object Repository.  

http://www.explorethelor.org/  

http://www.learnnc.com/
http://www.ncvps.org/golive/index.htm


Learn and Earn Online  

North Carolina high 
school students can 
earn college credits 
through a special initiative called Learn and Earn Online . 

Qualified students in public high schools can take a variety of online college -credit 
courses at no cost to them or to their families. Students earn both high school and 
college credit for completed courses. For registration dates or to sign up check with 
your high school counselor.  

Qualified nonpublic students can take a variety of online college -credit courses for 
the low cost of fees and textbooks. For registration dates or to sign up check the 
North Carolina Community College System or iSchool link at the bottom of this 
page.  

Courses are offered during fall and spring semesters through the UNCG iSchool. 
Courses are offered during fall, spring, and summer through the North Carolina 
Community College System . 
 

 

 

Getting Organized to Lead Innovation in Virtual Education (GOLIVE) 

GO LIVE is a program which stands for 
Getting Organized to Lead Innovation and 
Virtual Education in your district and 
schools. Through a partnership with your 
district you can help us help you dive into 
the thinking and skills behind how we lev-

erage 21st Century "blended" technologies for the benefit of your students. The ini-
tiative is providing world class blended delivery  professional development and stra-
tegic planning based upon five (5) guiding questions (see sidebar).   

NCVPS and Learn and Earn Online are working with several advisory districts to 
help inform and provide feedback and content into the GOLIVE strategies and solu-
tions.  By providing local education agencies (LEAs) with case studies, best prac-
tices and world class professional development, we can close the participation gap 
in e-learning.   

Districts wishing to participate in or learn more about GOLIVE events and training, 
should contact Donald Lourcey at dlourcey@dpi.state.nc.us . 

 

 

GOLIVE Guiding Questions  
 

¶ What do school districts 
need to know to imple-
ment blended learning via 
NCVPS and Learn and 
Earn Online?  

 
¶ How will the information, 

processes, and tools be 
learned as well as the 
critical thinking skills be-
hind them?   

 
¶ How will NCVPS and LEO 

know that school districts 
know the content, context, 
and touch points of 
blended, virtual learning?  

 
¶ What if districts already 

know how to implement 
blended, virtual learning 
and how can we partner to 
expand the effort?  

 
¶ What will we do if many in 

the district do not know 
how to implement blended 
and virtual learning and 
how can we help?  

http://vlc.nccommunitycolleges.edu/learnEarn/index.html
http://vlc.nccommunitycolleges.edu/learnEarn/index.html
mailto:dlourcey@dpi.state.nc.us


Other ways in which districts can participate in NCVPS and Learn and Earn Online 
training and knowledge sharing include:  

¶ Visiting our websites at www.ncvps.org and 
www.nclearnandearn.gov  

¶ Logon to our open source Virtual Learning Consult-
ant @ www.thevlc.org  

¶ Join us on Facebook and/or Twitter  

¶ Subscribe to our weekly news e -lerts and other 
media clips by emailing us at 
ncvps@dpi.state.nc.us  

 

 

NORTH CAROLINA RANKED NO. 5 IN ENROLLMENT  

According to Keeping Pace with K -12 Online Learning (2009), North Carolina was the 
fifth largest state -led virtual school in the U.S. in enrollment. In just two and a half 
years, the school has become one of the fastest growing virtual schools in the nation, 
topping 20,000 in enrollments by the fall of 2009.  
 
¯Technology is revolutionizing the way we live 
and work ² and I®m committed to using it to 
revolutionize the way we teach and learn,° 
says Governor Beverly Perdue.   ¯I®m proud of 
what we have accomplished here in North 
Carolina, and I®m looking forward to seeing 
enrollments continue to grow for the NC Virtual 
Public School.° 
 
North Carolina continues to see rapid growth 
of over 50 percent per year in virtual school 
enrollments.   The Fall 2008 and Spring  2009 
terms posted more than 15,700  enrollments, 
while the Summer and Fall 2009 terms saw 
enrollment surge to the current levels above 
20,000. 
 
School districts are taking advantage of the resource to solve scheduling conflicts, 
space issues and to offer classes that might not be available to students.   With the 

NCVPS GOLIVE Structure  

mailto:ncvps@dpi.state.nc.us

